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LEARNING IN THE REAL WORLD
Leading Authentic Learning


Abstract

Leading change: seeking bold actions for the complex challenges in Mäori student achievement

More than a decade into the 21st century, we continue to face complex education challenges from the last century. One of the fundamental challenges for school leaders in New Zealand and Australia is to reduce current disparities in educational outcomes among certain groups. Despite different initiatives designed to improve academic performance, disparities related to indigenous students’ outcomes persist in both countries. To move forward, as educators we must be open to change and swift to adapt. We must develop knowledgeable learners equipped with the necessary academic, technological, social, and economic skills to live in a global community. Yet we continue to fail to do this for a significant group of students. In identifying learning problems we must be quick to intervene with a proven approach that is research based and seek feasible, adaptable, and sustainable solutions that address the whole child. This presentation will draw on the recent research to discuss and critique some of the solutions tried in leading and addressing the achievement of Mäori students in New Zealand schools, and give some thought to bold actions. 
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